Monday, Sept. 14, 2020
Via Zoom

Topic: Covering Foreign
Affairs in a Changing
World

To reserve a place and tg
receive longon infor-
mation, please RSVP. Se
FrontPage article.

Oct. 5: "View from
Abroad: International
Journalists Discuss the
2020 Election," a panel
focusing on international

coverage of the U.S. elect

tions.

Nov. 2: Silvio Waisbord,
the new dean of the
GWU School of Media
and Public Affairs. He will
discuss his vision for the
school and the state of
play during the pandemic

Nov. 16: Michael
McCurry, political strate-
gist, polling expert, and
former White House
Press Secretary, will talk
about the results of the
elections.

Dec. 7: Robert Daly,
Director of the Wilson
Centerds Ki
tute, on China and the
United States.
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Paul Ri Tumu l

Changi

Kar en
I n a

chter and
gn Affairs

For ei
ell known journalists Paul Rich-
ter and Karen Tumulty will

W speak at the First Monday Fo-

rum on Sept. 14, 2020, on the topic of

e

Tumulty is a political columnist forHE
W ASHINGTON POST. She previously worked
for the Los ANGELESTIMESand TIME Maga-
zine. She has received numerous awards for
0Covering Forei gn A herCongressional and diplomatic coveragg
Worl d. 6 Richter, wh andisafrequentgueston national televi- r
new book,The Ambassadors: America's Di| sion. She is a native Texan and graduated
mats on the Front Linewst recently cov-  from the University of Texas; she holds an
ered the State Department and foreign poli MBA from Harvard Business School.
cy for the LoS ANGELESTIMES He previously The program will be conducted via
covered the Pentagon, the White House, Zoom. To register, please go ttittps://
and the New York financial institutions. A us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
native of Minneapolis, he graduated from WN_LB02BaVXRSyJsDGb8#A.x
Clark University.

PDAA Honors Outstanding Public Diplomacy

By Domenick DiPasquale V Meghan Luckett , Assistant Public Affairs

hether engaging difficttib-reach Officer, Embassy Vilnius, Lithuania
W audiences in the Middle East, coun- V Riad Yazbeck, Cultural Affairs Specialist,
tering Russian disinformation in the Embassy Beirut, Lebanon
Baltics, or resetting a historically contentious The ongoing muklyear civil war between the
bilateral relationship in Africa, the recipients of central Yemeni government and insurgent
the 2020PDAA Awards for Achievement Houthi forces led to the relocation of the U.S.
in Public Diplomacy used a mix of outside Embassy in Sanaa to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in
the-box thinking, deep understanding of their ~ 2015. Working from this embassy in exile, PAO
5 Sudidh@ € &nd duPerb lehdership abilities to de-Zennia Paganini singlehandedly has maintained
monstrably advance U.S. foreign policy objec- Amer i can i nfl uence and

tives. only among Yemenis still in country, but also
0This year ds wi nner s anmagthe Yesnbnodiasporp stattérad throdigla-r |

PDAA membership for
2020

If your mailing label says
[2019], it is time to renew
your membership.
Use the form on page 7 or

renew online

This issue of the Newsletter
tells the st
winners of thePDAA
Awards for Achievement
in Public Diplomacy . Please
consider making a contribu-
tion to the awards fund.

impressive ingenuity, given the conditions they out the Middle East.
are working under, 6 s ai \Wih®DajoAty oPYemenis gbenger thah 80e |
Fischman. o0Budget s ar dagamnecfeatdd aryinitiatineacalledd/iiNdakee |
many officers and Locally Employed Staffers hawe Place for Yemeni Youtdthat works to edu-
had to carry on virtually, at a distance, because c at e di aspora yout h,

of security concerns and, now, the coronavirus.e mpower ment , and
Their creativity, perseverance, and commitment civil society institutions. Evidence of the effec-
to their goals bode well for the continuing high tiveness of this and other youtbriented pro-
standards of our pr of gmmswasfourd inan unlikely place: the front
b r yIheofeur winners argie ar 6 s page of the Houthis?d
V Zennia Paganini, Public Affairs Officer, Paganini with youth contacts and journalists in
Yemen Affairs Unit (based at Embassy Riyadh, Riyadh and Cairo under a banner headline read-
Saudi Arabia) ing OoOWhat Are the
V Public Affairs Section , Embassy Luanda, ning?!é6
Angola

S u

(Continued on pagp
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https://www.amazon.com/Ambassadors-Americas-Diplomats-Front-Lines-ebook/dp/B07P5GH8QD
https://www.amazon.com/Ambassadors-Americas-Diplomats-Front-Lines-ebook/dp/B07P5GH8QD
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LB02BaVXRSyJsDGb8tM-dA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LB02BaVXRSyJsDGb8tM-dA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LB02BaVXRSyJsDGb8tM-dA
https://pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org/?page_id=5
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’ .. some go forward. Here is what we
Presi dent OSvelklicibri Sstof this
calendar year.
In my last letter to you, written in ' September 14 The September
April, I noted that it had beena  FRSTMONDAYforum, delayed one

month since many of us began qus week because of Labor Day, will

not foresee how prolonged aperiomar ri ed, on the
would be. It is now apparentthatwFor ei gn Af fairs

;OPIKUMAL .
i for the rest of 2020. So, at least ~nNew bookrhe Ambassadors:

through December, if not beyond, : America's Diplomats on the Front

antine. We expected that it would feature Paul Richter and Karen Tu- i !

ArsTMoNDAWill feature Robert
Daly, Director of the Wilson Cen-
terds Kissinger | n
the United States.

We are all aware of the eventful
period we are living through and will
be alert to additional opportunities

Gegginde of oCovering
i i thg meaniinge, t?‘% WRrkingwo r |
group (WG) looking at future PDAA/
PDC coordination, now known as

the Public Diplomacy Coalition WG,
continues its work. Members of the

our program offerings will be digita Lines most recently covered the o
using teleconferencing formats. ~ State Department and foreign policyVG have been talking informally

Yes, we miss the opportunity to for theLos Angeles Timegumulty with PDAA and PDC members, just

press the flesh, shake hands, and i a political columnist Tére }ggg:treegof;ﬁ':r:g;‘gﬁ ?oeiﬁ:aetvrcgk-
] Washington Post

. ;ggr}rléfn E%r;:n;tg%ixﬁigﬁvﬁitaeé VOctober 5: The OctobdirsT Boards. If you want to talk to any of
PDAA President Public Diplomacy Council (PDC) a MONDAYprogram will be "View from US, feel free to contact me
Joel Anthony Fischman e usc Annenberg Center on Co Abroad: International Journalists (fischman@comcastjnéwill
munication Leadership and Policy. Discuss the 2020 Election,” a panelShare comments with the other
The Zoom sessions and webinar  focusing on international coverage df‘emb‘?rs of t_he committee, Jan
programs that we have jointly deve the U.S. elections. Brambilla, Brian Carlson, Tania
oped have been well attended and VNovember 2: The November ChomiaiBalvi, Joe Johnson, Greta
have generated lively discussion. FARSTMONDAYforum will introduce ~ MorTis, and Sherry Mueller.

By the time you have read this, Silvio Waisbord, the new dean of the I 'am writing this having just
we will have presented the August GWU School of Media and Public watched the televised funeral of
First Monday, featuring former VO, Affairs. He will discuss his vision forRep. John Lewis, with three former
Director Geoff Cowan celebrating 1 the school and the state of play dur-Presidents speaking. It was a re-
centennial of the legendary Willis ing the pandemic. minder of the moral strength of our
Conover. We all reveled in the pow YNovember 16: Michael McCurry, nation that has attracted so many of
of Conover s br (polical strategist, polling expert, g h Epor | d& S peop I e
sound of jazz, of Americand of  former White House Press Secretar nd energized the practice of public
freedom. This was an opportunity 1 Will talk about the results of the diplomacy. May it forever be our
recall some of the best in the publi €lections. This is a time we would Strength.
diplomacy record. normally be having a DACOR lunch- Stay safe and stay well.

Some of our programs look bac €on gathering.
prog I/December 7. The December Joel

Outstanding Public Diplomacy Initiatives, continued

| (Continued from page anniversary of the first African  Angola created an inter

o . slaves arriving in the present  mjnjsterial commission to
A historically contentious  day United States. Programs  mark the 400th anniversary; a

quarter-century relationship ranging from a hiop artistto  task force was organized to
between the United States and a cooking demonstration by a jgentify possible projects to
Angola formed the backdrop  South Carolina chef to national pe supported by the Ambas-

for the work of PAO Deneyse television coverage of perfor- s ador 86s Fund f or
The reci pi entldrkpatrick anchhersevgnéa r réamices by the U.S. dance Preservation: and an Interna-

Awards for Achievement in Pt@lly Employed Staffers at Em- troupe Step Afrika! highlighted tjona Visitor program built

o bassy Luanda. Kirkpatrickand t he t wo nat i on $z&itutohaPihk8o8s bétwebrt U T a
lic Diplomacy were featured ifd siaff broke new ground in  heritage. The presence of the  the Angolan Mingtry of Cul-

Virtual First Monday programsot r e ngt heni ng Hrigelan Heeprasglenyafidssix { yr e and the Smit

May 4, 2020. To view the re-relations with the Angolangov-cabi net of f i ci &htignal MbseuthloraRicah f r i K
ernment and opening new ave- final performance garnered American History and Cul-

cording, go tutps://

nues of bilateral cooperation. major media attention. ture.

vimeo.com/414943292 The initiative by Embassy This public diplomacy initia- A relentless Russian cam-
Luandads Publ i tvea&dobtrengthesied $he mot ipfgh has targeted Lithuania
centered on the 2019 com- tential of longterm institutional  \ith disinformation intended

memoration marking the 400th relationships. The president of (Continued on pagk
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Mark Jacobs: Life After the Foreign Service

Time: in my actideity days it was Kingyon the VRE train commuting to  things that mattered to me. These
the thing | needed most, and the ~ Washington. | wrote longhand in note- days, | get up early and read the
thing | had the least of. In the early books with stiff covers and made my  papers, a habit inculcated from my

906s | was servihgras BAOtiI nr Asshel® daysnirgBolivig, €rentembeldresad- h
cion. For long stints | was also the onto the computer. ing eleven papers, including those
acting DCM. | was the ___ v —_— R . from important cities around

president of a school
board in crisis, which
took up as many as 20
hours of my time in a
given week. My wife
and | were raising threg
kids. At the same time,
was writing a novel
(Stone Cowbpy wrote
in the doc;
when | took the kids fo
a checkip. | wrote at
night, and in every mo
ment | could steal from
days and duties that

the country. My wife Anne
and | drink mate, a habit we
picked up in Paraguay as

then | go to work. | write. |
write all morning, and often
into the afternoon. | have the
luxury of time to think about
what | wrote yesterday, what
| will write today. | have the
time to take notes and go
back to the notes. There are
days and moments when |
miss life in another country.

Peace Corps volunteers. And

That part of the job never got

demandedallmytime.__ : | &1 L lus 1 old. But on bal

I — I , py with the trade | made. |
The higher | went in the = 20 &/ = DAOAI Oi ET ¢ have the time | need.o

Foreign Service, the
more of my time the jot
required. Back in Wash-

Mark Jacobs is a retired
Foreign Service Officer

ington in the |lateodsodsffefeat nihwandagenpesofthePybligRi- ser v i

years straight overseas, | wrote when | realized that it was no longer ~ Plomacy Association of Ameri-

much of a noveA (Handful of possible to do a good job at both of the ca.
(Continued from page component of that campaign, an opain cited in a Presidential Daily Brief.
concert attended by thousands in down- When monthslong civil unrest

to stoke nostalgia for its Soviet past, t own Vi | reSquaréto markithe Gkriupt ed in Lebanon i
drive wedges in Lithuanian society, and fall of the Berlin Wall 30 years earlier. network of contacts among the Shia
portray the country as a failed state Through repeat broadcasts and online  allowed him to collect extensive infor-
rather than the modern democratic access, the concert was ultimately viewed mation about Shia participation in the
success story it is. Assistant PAO Me- by 800,000 Lithuania®smore than a protests despite Hizballah restrictions.
ghan Luckett played a central role in guarter of the c¢ount Wihdhss armalgsts showeng therephad a -
Embassy Vilniusds ddnforts to successfhééy misconceptions
counter this false narrative and remind Riad Yazbeck, the senior cultural af- Shia population and its degree of alle-
Lithuanians, especially the younger gen- fairs specialist at Embassy Beirut, capital- giance to Hizballah, Yazbeck then insti-
eration, of the inspirational role their ized on his personal connections in Leba- tuted a greater degree of interaction
country played in unshacklingothercap-non&s Shi a ¢ ommuni tbetwdewnthesEthbaaspanatherShia | us
tive Soviet bloc nations. public diplomacy initiatives but also the  through an English language training

She convinced theEmhasonds paoalbi iicc al progranphe managesg Theprograninis s m
broadcaster, LRT, tplayerjindébanese pobtiéshersbcacors y dirsed at women in atisk communities
multikd i mensi onal 0 Co u sidergdemost at risB fer violent extrem-  and includes components on entrepre-
Freedo campai gn, i mnsmdue tothe ihflyende of tlighaliamagd neurship, public speaking skills, and

that campaignds vi dranlovel manyyfitammeohbeis.mp a ¢ t combatting gendebased violence.=

Luckett also shepherded a major Yazbeckds reporting on this issue was


https://www.amazon.com/Stone-Cowboy-Mark-Jacobs-ebook/dp/B003IHVHPO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Stone+Cowboy+Mark+Jacobs&qid=1596558584&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Handful-Kings-Novel-Mark-Jacobs-ebook/dp/B000FC1052/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+handful+of+kings+Mark+Jacobs&qid=1596558699&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Handful-Kings-Novel-Mark-Jacobs-ebook/dp/B000FC1052/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+handful+of+kings+Mark+Jacobs&qid=1596558699&sr=8-1
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PDAA Board
Meeting May 13, 2020

are also underway for a program
to analyze the 2020 election re-
sults. The Board voted to upgrade

volunteers or suggestions for a
replacement. The new treasurer
needs to be familiar with its re-

PDAAOGs virtual (quirements and procedures fromt y b
On May 13, the Board held its obtaining a montiby-month the beginning, Mary said, so her
second Vil’tlllal meeting, via Zoom Zoom Pro account. successor should be identified
Presidentloel Fischmaﬁ ex- ' PDAA membership stands at  sooner rather than later.
pressed the Boa I3066including 78 life members Current Board members and
to Awards Committee chaidu- after 79 names were removed their terms:
dith Baroody and the members from the roster for nonpayment  Board Members Continuing (Terms
of the committee for the excel- of dues, Membership Committee expire June 202udith Baroody,
lence of this vy 'chairCynthia Efird reported. Pat Kushlis, Joan Mower, Dome-
gram and for th ‘She said dues reminders were nick DiPasquale, Sherry Lee
choosing awardees who showed being emailed to those who have Mueller.
ingenuity and creativity while not yet paid 2020 assessments.  Board Members Terms Renewing
working with reduced budgets The Board acknowledged that the 2020 (Terms expire June 2022):
. _— : : L current system of dues collection Amb. Cynthia Efird, Joel Fischman,
\(P:rgn?eA?gﬁsPSgﬁrxgsogrzzeggﬁgggsuhg’i%tﬁIft)el"rﬂ,ugllitzsa\-mth needs to be_ updated; Cyn'ghia, Mary Jeffers, Bill Wanlund, Michael
fth inients of thi beth Thornhill, Claude Por- Mary, andMichael Korff will Korff o
Ol the recipients or tnis sella, Dominick DiPasquale explore possibilities for a system Board Members Terms Beginning
y e aRDAA Awards for Jon échaf‘fer andChandIey’ that rationalizes dues deadlines 2020 (Terms expire June 2022):
Public Diplomacy McDonald énd noted the coop- and reminde_r nqtices. o C_:Iaude Porsella, Amb. Greta Mor-
Achievement (see article  gration the program received Communications chair Michael ris. _ o y
on page one). Above isa  from R/PPR, which sent out the Korff calle d at i Jc_)el said tht_a PDARDCJc_)lnt 0s
reproduction of the front announcement and results cables. €W Facebook pagand pointed working group is currently dis-
page of the Houthi newspa- 20216s Awards out its potential as a medium for  cussing finances as the last of the
. A program and other information. major topics before shifting to
g h eadl i n e d%?ulgiicketgtv'}/ﬁlﬁ;%yrriig ZIC?\{I’)IIat Cynthia observed that current  considering a recommendation for
The American Embassies ’ ; - Board members were eligible to  merger or some form of close
; . vent.will he:selfinancing
Pllanning?!o6 Firghgr%br\ﬁre@ufringgs%bsidg/ N serve an additional twgear term,  relationship short of merger. That
the left and Yemen Affairs from general Association reve- and suggested that current Board recommendation to the two
Unit Ambassador Christo- nues. TreasureMary Jeffers membership be retained, and that boards will include elements on
pher Henzel is on the right. oted that the DACOR luncheons Clque Porsella, cu_rrently ax mission, membership, and financ-
are also payasyoL-go officiomember, continue asafull e s . Part of the wor
Program Committée chair member. The Board agreeBill discussions is a dues structure that
Joan Mower noted that COVID- Wanlund said he would not be  would enable membership reten-
19 restrictions had scrambled the continuing as secretary, although tion and growth. Joel also noted
events calendar and that journal- he will remain on the Board; there is little redundancy between
ists Karen Tumulty and Paul Rich- Dominick DiPasquale agreed the programs of the two organiza-
ter, originally scheduled for the to take over the position, with Bill tions.a
Ap’ril 20 DACOR lunch. have been &S backup. Mary said she would  To contact officers and Board members,
' not be able to continue as treasur- write toadmin@publicdiplomacy.org
Book Review In the title story, Howardre- r i ght funny. Otjhers
) calls how tuna fish figures into im- R i a Lovers, 6 albout
By Judith R. B d J J
. Baroo o . . ~
My . I - F?lra o portant moments in his life, suchasve i ght | i ft er 6s |l nt e
emories of Tuna Fista collection . . . .
I ) 5 ) ) I_ when he was working at an Aleu- with a Latvian model, are poignarg
f short st blished in April
ZOZOOt: sHones gté: S (:t n fprl tian Island cannery or taking refugeaccounts of memorable characterg
oward Cincotta, a for- . . . .
?; Wd d'tl 'th’USIA from antiwar demonstrations in-  searching for love.
mer writer and editor . . . .
i frorwl side a Berkeley library. A number The fourteen stories are highly
d the State D t t d
and the State Department, an . .
o el pth . Th of stories are about family, such asreadable, relatable accounts of hqw
author of Climbing the Raifhe R .
Stories b . ) .I : I OHow | Made My Ramities breal$ahdn@endyhiow land-
; y stories, which take place across the . , -
Howard Cincotta e Tt s T s on, 6 tol d f r omscapehobange framtte familiantp o f
. ’ = - s & young man who leveraged his fa- the strange and how solace can be
astern Europe to the suburbs o therds dement ed found B theomost unexpécted sath a
Virgini intimate tales of ® P
rginia, are intimate tales of per- N . . .
iz, th P that made him rich. Some, such astings, all told in 188 pages of vibrant
| growth and th lexiti 2 Pag
sonal growth and the complexities
fl?' - plexit 0The Flow, 6 abowpmsea bl ocked wrjt -
of relationships. . .
: P erds deal with the devil, are down
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https://www.amazon.com/Memories-Tuna-Fish-Howard-Cincotta/dp/1693020351/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Memories+of+Tuna+Fish&qid=1596559709&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Howard-Cincotta-ebook/dp/B01697D2MU/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Climbing+the+Rain+cincotta&qid=1596559667&sr=8-1
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. the Polish Army and went to GreatBrit- Nat i onal Weather Se.
In Memoriam ain, where he continued his education.  tal Model Center. While in the U.S. Air
After Falkiewicz moved to the United Force, he was with the flagship TV sta-
States, he completed the diploma pro-  tion of the American Forces Thailand
Mary E. Boyken , former editor at gram at Geor get own networkinKorat, Thailand, as broad- o |

AMERICA ILLUSTRATED , died peacefully of Foreign Service, served two years in ~ caster and producer. In his retirement,
in Monterey, CA, on June 2 at age 90. A the U.S. Army, and joined the U.S. Infor- he traveled the world. A member of the

graduate of Stanford University, she mation Agency. He entered the Foreign National Association for Amateur Radio,
worked for TiIMEMagazine in New York Service in 1960, serving in Bonn, Saigon, Richard will be remembered for his
in the early 19600s Prague, and Moscow. Falkiewicz was al& warmth, friendliness and sense of humor.
Washington as an ed deputypress secretary to President Nix- Mohamed Ghuneim , 90, former
AMERICA ILLUSTRATED magazine, pub- on, an assistant director of USIA, and director of the VOA Arabic Service, died
lished in Russian and Polish and the only  assistant to the Director of Central In- May 17 in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Born in
U.S. periodical allowed for sale in the telligence. He temporarily left public Jaffa, he reported for many years from
Soviet Union. In the the Middle East, covering among
mdl1980ds, Boyken other events the 1967 and 1973
became the founding Arab-Israeli conflicts, the Irafraq
deputy editor ofDIA- war, and the liberation of Kuwait.
LOGUE, USI Ads award Ghuneim was posted in Beirut,
winning flagship maga- Rhodes, Amman, and Washington.
zine distributed world- Among his experiences was being
wide in more than 20 detained for 12 hours in Syria in
language editions. 1987 and interrogated about his
When she retired to contacts in the Middle East. The
Carmel, a longheld Syrian government later apolo-
dream, Boyken contin- gized, stating tFh
ued to be active with en identity.d In
world affairs and edit- neim managed VOA
ed the newslettePass- of 40, which benefited from his
port long experience reporting in the
Alan Carter , a region. He received numerous
former USIA Career VOA programming and distin-
Minister, 95, passed guished service awards.
away peacefully on | EAEAAI +OEOOOI A j OOAT AET €q xEE] Mchgel Aeigitna &xam
January 25 in New . s . A oA oA ; e s oA s o~ farmer Foreign Servic fcher
Hampshire. Born in OAAT 11 AAOEI T T DPACA, ORAGABE] é‘(ﬂﬂv‘noc%,!erveé\ |tﬁ)@§9§f
Rochester, NY, in years, died March 27. leen his
1923, he was a broad- service to work for Philipp Morris Inter- interest in motion pictures, part
caster at WNYC and a producer/ national, and was later a director of the  of his life could have made a good
director at NBC in New York. At USIA, National Security Council during the screenplay. Kristula was a successful
he held several senior positions and George H.W.Bush presidential cam- industrial film editor when he accepted
served tours in Pakistan, India, Japan, and paign. an offer to work at USIA. His first post
Vietnam. Carter was one of the last Richard Firestone, 73, former was Dacca, then part of East Pakistan,

evacuees from the U.S. Embassy in Sai-  Voice of America Webmaster, passed now Bangladesh. In his next post of Bo-
gon in 1975. He was the recipient of the away July 29, in Ellicott City, MD. Before livia, he worked on Alliancfor Progress

Edward R. Murrow Award for Excel- joining VOA, he was the first lorigrm programs launched by President Kenne-
lence in Public Diplomacy, and he also Director of N a tAll o n ¢dy. In February 1963, Kristula and three
received the Presidential Certificate of Things Consideratso serving as its pro- embassy colleagues went to a small min-
Appreciation from President Ford for his ducer. Following that, he became pro- ing town to present a check for the con-
work on resettlement of Indochinese ducer of live events for NPR. For nearly ~ struction of a new school. They were
refugees. twenty years at VOAhe wastheweb- ki dnapped by member:
Andrew Falkiewicz , 91, passed master and producer of live sporting union, who wanted the release of two of
away on May 16 in Washington DC. events. He covered many summerand t heir jailed | eader:
Born in Poland in 1923, he and his family  winter Olympics, starting with L.A. in with guns and strapped with explosives,
were deported to the Soviet Union in 1984. When he left VOA, he worked on  guarded the four captives in a room
1939 following the Soviet occupation of Federal government contracts to pro- above a space holding 50,000 sticks of

that country. He was later released by vide web and database support to the (Continued on pag



